AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A capsule filling machine for producing hard gelatin 
capsules of a type with lid and body containing a quantity of pharmaceutical material, 
the machine comprising a rotary turret or carousel which defines at least one capsule 
handling line and on which the following are positioned, one after the other: at least one 
station for feeding empty capsules; at least one opening station where capsule bodies 
are separated from lids to form two separate rows of capsule bodies and lids; at least 
one station for feeding and dosing the quantities of pharmaceutical material to be filled 
into the capsule bodies; and at least one station for closing the capsules by placing a lid 
over each respective body; wherein the machine further comprises means for d e t e cting 
and vo l um e trical l y ch e cking the quantity of phar mac e utica l mater i al f il l e d i nto each 
capsule body, the detect i ng and che c ki n g m e ans comp ris ing volume transducer 
element configured to generate a signal representative of a height of the pharmaceutical 
material placed in a dosing chamber, said signal being elaborated by a control and 
processing unit configured to calculate a volume of the quantity of pharmaceutical 
material into the dosing chamber and to be for m e asur i ng a volume of said qu a ntit i es 
b e fo r e th e y ar e inserted into the capsule bodies. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The machine according to claim 1, wherein the 
volume transducer element comprises elements for detecting the quantities of 
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pharmaceutical material. 

4. (Previously Presented) The machine according to claim 15, wherein each 
chamber is designed to be closed at the bottom by reciprocating contact elements 
moving towards and away from the carousel. 

5, (Cancelled) 

6, (Withdrawn) A method for producing hard gelatin capsules (C) of the type with lid 
(3) and body (2) containing a quantity (1) of pharmaceutical material, the method 
comprising the steps of; feeding closed empty capsules (C) to an opening station where 
the capsule bodies (2) are separated from the lids (3) to form two separate rows of capsule 
bodies (2) and lids (3); filling each capsule body (2) with a predetermined quantity (1) of 
pharmaceutical material; and closing the capsule bodies (2), filled with the quantities (1), 
by placing the lids (3) over the respective bodies (2); the method being characterised in 
that it further comprises a step of detecting and volumetrically checking the quantity (1) of 
pharmaceutical material, this step being performed before each quantity (1) of 
pharmaceutical material is inserted into the respective capsule body (2). 

7. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 6, characterised in that the detecting 
and checking step comprises the step of holding said quantities of pharmaceutical material 
inside dosing compartments or chambers (4) of predetermined volume and of measuring 
the height (H1 ) of the quantities (1 ) inside the chambers (4) themselves. 
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8. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 7, characterised in that the 
measurement of the height (H1) is performed by linear transducer means (5). 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Withdrawn) A capsule filling machine for producing hard gelatin capsules, each 
capsule having a lid and a body containing a quantity of pharmaceutical material, the 
machine comprising a rotary turret or carousel which defines at least one capsule 
handling line and on which the following are positioned, one after the other: at least one 
station for feeding empty capsules; at least one opening station where capsule bodies 
are separated from lids to form two separate rows of capsule bodies and lids; at least 
one station for feeding and dosing the quantities of pharmaceutical material to be filled 
into the capsule bodies; and at least one station for closing the capsules by placing a lid 
over each respective body; wherein the machine further comprises a transducer 
element for measuring a volume of said quantities before they are inserted into the 
capsule bodies, wherein the transducer element comprises a sliding detector element 
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entering in a respective dosing chamber associated with the carousel to measure a 
height reached by the quantity of pharmaceutical material in the dosing chamber. 

14. (Currently Amended) A capsule filling machine according to claim 1 fef 
pr o d u c i ng hard g el at i n capsu l es of a typ e with li d and body containing a quantity of 
pharmacoutica l mater i al, th e mach i n e compr i s ing a rotar y turr e t or c aro us el w hich 
d e f i n e s at l e ast on e cap s ule handling li n o and on which th e fo ll ow i ng ar o position e d, 
one after the other: at l e ast one station for feeding empty capsules; at least one opening 
s tation wh o r o capsule bodies are s e parated from li ds to f orm two separate rows of 
capsu le bodies and l i ds; at l e ast o ne station for fe e d i ng and dos i ng th e quant i ties of 
pharmac e utical mat erial to be f i l le d into th e capsu le bod i es; and at le ast one stat i on for 
c l os i ng the capsules by p l ac i ng a li d ov e r oach r e sp e ct i ve body; wher ei n the machin e 
further comprises a transducer element for measuring a volume of said quantities 
b e for e th e y aro insert e d into tho capsul e bod i es, wherein the transducer element 
comprises a sliding detector element driven vertically and designed to enter [[a]] the 
dosing chamber associated with the carousel and designed to measure the height 
reached by the quantity of pharmaceutical material in the respective dosing chamber. 

15. (Currently Amended) A capsule filling machine according to claim 1, comprising 
for producing hard g e lat i n c apsu l es of a typ e w i th lid and body cont ai n i ng a quantity of 
pharmac eutica l mater i al, the mach i n e compris i ng a rotary turret or carous el wh i ch 
defines at least on e capsule handling line and on which the following are positioned, 
one after th e oth e r: at le ast one stat io n for f e ed i ng e mpty c a psu le s; at l east on e op e n i ng 



TECH749266 



5 



Application Number: 10/568,506 
Attorney Docket Number: 023349-00315 



s tation where capsul e bodi e s are separat e d from li ds to form two separat e rows of 
capsul e bod ie s and lids; at l e a st on e stat i on for feeding and dosing th e quant i t i es of 
ph a rmaceut i cal mat e ri al t o be f illed i nt o th e capsu l e bod i es; and at l east on e stat i on fo r 
c l os i ng the capsules b y pl a ci n g a lid o v e r e ach r e spect i ve body; wherein the mach i ne 
furth e r compr i ses m ea ns f or d e te c t in g and v o l umetr i cal l y ch e ck i ng th e quantity of 
pharmaceutica l mat erial filled into e a ch caps u le body, th e d e t e cting and ch e ck i ng 
m e ans compr i sing vol u m e transduc er ele m e nt for m e asur i ng a volume of said quantiti e s 
b e fore th e y a r e inserted into the capsule bodi e s; wherein the ch eckin g means a ls o 
comprises a dose checking disc coupled with the carousel; the disc having made in it at 
least one series of dosing chambers of predetermined size, inside each of which the 
quantity of pharmaceutical material is temporarily placed; the volume transducer 
element being designed to operate in the chambers to measure th e vo l ume of the 
quant i t ie s o f ph armac eu t i ca l mat e r i a l before t he y ar e ins e rt e d into th e r e spectiv e 
capsu l e bod ie s . 
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